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never lost; but it also arose from his strong sense of the nearness
of the supernatural. It was this same sense which led him to as-
sure Lord Wohner that water-divining was a trick of the devil,
and to suggest, half-seriously, to Lord Stanmore, when that
unfortunate peer fell out of bed and gashed his throat, that
either a demon or a vampire must have been responsible.11

Lightly as Halifax might write or speak on these subjects,
there was always an underlying seriousness. His sense of pro-
portion was so different from that of the easy materialism of
the day. The seen was so trivial, the unseen so tremendous.
When he talked, as he often did, of the devil being busy about
this affair or that, he was giving his literal belief. As in the Book
of Job, the Sabeans might fall upon the oxen and asses, the Chal-
deans might carry off the camels, a wind from heaven might
smite and destroy the house; yet what were these but mere sha-
dows of the eternal conflict between the hidden forces of good
and evil, of thrones, principalities, and powers beyond mortal
vision, of Michael and his angels and the dragon and his angels?
Mr. Athelstan Riley once compared life with a game of chess,
in which the players are invisible and the pieces have free will
within the rules of the game and the purpose of their masters.
Halifax would have accepted the analogy.

He would have added that to be interested in the unseen was
not merely natural but even necessary, as a corrective to man's
sense of proportion. He would have agreed with Dr. Johnson
that occurrences of a supernatural kind are sometimes per-
mitted in order to keep in us a more vivid notion of an invisible
world. One way of approach to that world was forbidden.
Since the Church, in her motherly wisdom, had placed a bar-
rier across the road to Endor, Halifax condemned all the adven-
tures and explorations of spiritualism. Ghost-hunting, however,
was lawful, the more so as it might at any moment be thrust
upon a man. The apparition might be of the devil; but it might